
V I E W I N G  C H E C K L I S T

Fiat Panda 1.2 Mk3
2012-2020 · 1.2 FIRE 8v (69 hp) 4-cylinder naturally aspirated petrol

carchecker.pro

Est. annual maintenance cost: €500-1,050

Date Mileage Price Seller

VIN

What matters most: The 1.2 FIRE is proven and simple, but treat the timing-belt interval as mandatory because it is unclear whether the 69 hp

version avoids valve damage if the belt snaps.

BEFORE THE VIEWING

Confirm recall completion

Ask a Fiat dealer to confirm by VIN that all applicable recalls are complete, including the side-airbag

and steering-column campaigns where relevant.

Verify timing-belt history

Request dated proof that the timing belt was replaced every 120,000 km or five years. The 69 hp

engine may suffer valve damage if the belt snaps.

Review maintenance records

Check for oil changes every 12 months or 15,000 km and evidence of coolant changes.

AT THE CAR

Body and tire condition

Inspect the exterior and body condition for damage or corrosion, and check the tires for tread depth

and age.

Check cooling-system signs

Check the coolant level and ask about coolant loss with no visible leak. Look for white smoke, milky

oil-cap residue or thermostat-housing staining.

Inspect the rear spring cups

Inspect the rear spring cups for bubbling paint, heavy rust or flaking metal, using a professional lift

rather than crawling underneath.

Observe a cold start

Start the engine cold; it should idle smoothly within 10-15 seconds. Rough idle can indicate an ECU

connector or throttle-body fault.

DURING THE DRIVE

Check steering assistance

At parking speed, turn the steering fully both ways. Sudden heaviness, grinding or an EPS warning

can indicate a steering-column fault.

Check every gear

Use every gear, including reverse, during ordinary driving and low-speed maneuvers. Stiff or notchy

changes can indicate cable seizure or gearbox-pivot corrosion.

Listen for suspension clunks

Listen for suspension clunks over ordinary bumps; they can indicate worn shock-absorber bushes.

THIS CAR AT A GLANCE

A simple city car with low parts and

servicing costs; cooling, EPS and rear-

axle condition are the main ownership

checks.

KNOWN WEAK POINTS

Rear axle corrosion
Road salt can rust the rear spring cups.

€200-500

Head gasket failure
Watch for coolant loss and white smoke.

€500-900

EPS column failure
Assistance may become heavy or

intermittent.

€400-1,000

Thermostat and water pump
Slow warm-up can indicate thermostat

trouble.

€250-500

Gear cable seizure
Cold weather can worsen stiff gear

changes.

€250-450

Scans 1,000+ databases for damage,

mileage rollbacks, theft records and

ownership changes.

Save 20% with code CARCHECKER

NOTES

This checklist is for informational purposes only. While we aim for accuracy, information may contain errors. It

does not replace a professional vehicle inspection. carchecker.pro accepts no liability for purchase decisions

based on this document.
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