
V I E W I N G  C H E C K L I S T

BMW X1 sDrive20i E84
2012-2015 · 2.0L N20B20 (184 hp) 4-cylinder turbocharged petrol

carchecker.pro

Est. annual maintenance cost: €800-1,600

Date Mileage Price Seller

VIN

What matters most: Pre-2015 or 2015 build? BMW redesigned the N20 timing chain guides in early 2015. A post-revision car, or one with

documented replacement, avoids the biggest risk.

BEFORE THE VIEWING

Water pump recall (24V-608)

Contact BMW with the VIN to confirm recall 24V-608 (water pump connector short-circuit risk) has

been completed. The repair is free at any BMW dealer.

Service records and oil intervals

Ask for full service history. Oil changes every 10,000-12,000 km with synthetic oil help protect the N20

timing chain guides. Longer intervals accelerate wear.

Build date and chain guide history

Check if the car was built before or after early 2015, when BMW revised the N20 timing chain guides.

On pre-2015 cars, ask whether the guides have been replaced.

AT THE CAR

Tyres and exterior condition

Check tread depth and sidewall date codes on the 225/50R17 tyres. Rear tyres wear faster on this

rear-wheel-drive platform. Look for uneven wear pointing to alignment issues.

Cold start and chain noise

Start the engine completely cold and listen for metallic rattling from the front of the engine in the first

10-30 seconds. This can point to worn timing chain guides.

Oil leaks around the engine

Look for oil residue around the oil filter housing (driver's side of the engine) and the valve cover. Fresh

oil seepage or a burning smell can point to failing gaskets.

Coolant level and expansion tank

With the engine cool, check the coolant expansion tank level. Low coolant can point to water pump or

thermostat housing issues, both common on the N20 around 80,000-120,000 km.

DURING THE DRIVE

Turbo wastegate rattle

Listen for a metallic rattle during light acceleration, most noticeable around 2,000-3,000 rpm. This

points to a warped wastegate flapper. Not urgent, but worth noting for negotiation.

Engine response under load

Watch for hesitation during acceleration or rough running at speed. Long cranking on restart or

misfires can point to high-pressure fuel pump wear, more common on 2012-2013 engines.

Dashboard warnings

After 20 minutes of driving, check for warning lights. Overheating warnings point to water pump or

thermostat failure. An engine management light could flag several N20-specific issues.

THIS CAR AT A GLANCE

Compact petrol SUV, 2012-2015.

Average reliability, with timing chain

guides and oil leaks as the main N20

concerns.

KNOWN WEAK POINTS

Timing chain guides
Pre-2015 guides degrade prematurely

€1,500-4,000

Oil filter housing leak
Gasket can harden and leak from 80,000

km

€300-700

Valve cover gasket
Heat-cycling degrades gasket seal

€350-700

Water pump / thermostat
Electric pump may wear by 100,000 km

€500-1,200

High-pressure fuel pump
Cam lobe wear causes fuel issues

€600-1,500

Scans 1,000+ databases for damage,

mileage rollbacks, theft records and

ownership changes.

Save 20% with code CARCHECKER

NOTES

This checklist is for informational purposes only. While we aim for accuracy, information may contain errors. It

does not replace a professional vehicle inspection. carchecker.pro accepts no liability for purchase decisions

based on this document.
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